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For more information  

about Nathan McCall and 
the Old Fourth Ward, 
 go to the following  

web sites: 

www.nathanmccall.net 

www.o4watl.com 

www.sweetauburn.com 

Donations please! 
 The Bookstore, a consistent 

source of funding for materials 
and programs at the library, is 
running short of books to sell. 
We need your help! 

 Are you looking for a way 
to “Go Green?” Why not recy-
cle your books? Save the ones 

you loved and will enjoy re-

reading but pack up the rest 

and bring them to the library 
for the Friends’ Spring Book 
Sale.   
 No space to store your 

new books?   We know people 
with lots of space who would 
love to have your wonderful 

“old” books; they come to our 

book sales all the time.  

 Looking for a service pro-
ject to do with your kids? Why 
not let them help you organize 
a neighborhood book drive to 

benefit the Friends. Tell us 
about it and we’ll make a fuss 
over them (and you) and give 

them a certificate of thanks. 

From the Los Angeles 
Times, November 10, 
2007:   The novel 
revolves around 40-

year-old Barlowe 
Reed, a printer and 
long-time renter in 

Atlanta’s Old Fourth 
Ward, birthplace of 
Martin Luther King, 

Jr. and spiritual 
heart of black At-
lanta….  Through 

scenes both hilari-
ous and poignant, McCall establishes Bar-
lowe as a man of principle, even if he does 

lean a little toward conspiracy theory. So 
when he notices whites cruising the 
neighborhood he instinctively fears some 

sort of post 9/11 surveillance.  It doesn’t 
occur to him until much later that they are 
the harbinger of something far more omi-

nous….  [They] are moving back into the 
neighborhood they’d inhabited early in the 
last century, buying and renovating long-

neglected houses from elderly black resi-
dents or absentee white landlords…. 
 The addition of the whites’ perspective, 
chiefly through the eyes of Sandy Gilmore 

[Barlowe’s new next-door neighbor], lends a 
resonance to the story that Barlowe’s voice 

or that of the other 
black residents...could 
not convey alone….  
But more than getting 

Sandy’s and the other 
…voices right, McCall 
is also dead-on in his 

depiction of the differ-
ences between whites 
and blacks when it 

comes to home im-
provement, commu-
nity policing and prob-

lem-solving, themes… 
which are fully and incisively realized here. 
 Despite “Them’s” sidesplitting scenes in 

community meetings, homes, or at the Mini-
Mart-cum-latte-shop, the novel’s most intense 
action occurs across the fence that separates 

Barlowe’s and Sandy’s properties, a geo-racial 
divide where amazingly, a fragile friendship 
grows, fraught with all the cultural misunder-

standings one could imagine between the 
races….  Through it, Barlowe and Sandy are 
transformed into people sadder yet wiser, 

more resolute [and] yet also more compas-
sionate. 
 From Publishers Weekly, Nov, 2007:  McCall 
nails [the] details again and again, and the re-

sults, if less than hopeful, are poignant and 
grimly funny. 

Them by Nathan McCall 
The Roswell Reads Selection 

Two houses across the street from each other on Bradley St., N. E. in 

the Old Fourth Ward.    AJC staff photo by Joey Ivansco—used with permission. 
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Please Make a Note…  

 
 

The Atlanta-Fulton Public Library’s 

 

Volunteer Recognition Program  
 

Saturday,  April 25th 

at 3PM. 
 

We’d like to have a big group of our 

Friends and volunteers participating.  

Please plan to attend. 

Also of  Interest… 
 

The Roswell Woman’s Club’s 

13th Annual Showcase Home, 
a fascinating new home with a storied past  

nestled on 30 acres of rolling pastures  
in the town of Milton. 

 

March 8 through 29th. 

Stay for lunch and make it a day! 
 

770-715-2700 or 

www.roswellwomansclub.org 

Raising (or Encouraging) a Reader 
 Spring offers us an opportunity to see things anew; how does your home library hold up to 

scrutiny?  If you have children at home or visiting often, here are some things to consider: 

 Do you have a variety of books?  Kids love to read all sorts of materials including books, maga-
zines, newspapers and poems.  How about adding travel brochures, maps and plays? 

 Do you have things at a variety of reading levels?  It’s good to have some things that are easy to 
read but perhaps your child/visitor would like to read with you or to be read to.  A balance en-

ables the child to feel confident with some books and to grow with others. 

 Is there some method of organization?  Sometimes grouping by topic or series helps a child to 
find something they might like to read.  Grouping books in baskets might be more interesting than 

having to peruse a shelf.  What about standing the books up, covers facing out, on a shelf? 

 Do you have lots of non-fiction material?  Even the youngest readers love to read about real 

places and things.  These materials often include photographs, maps and charts, as well. 

 Do you offer lots of choices?  You don’t have to buy books, you can use books borrowed from the public library to add variety 
to your personal collection.  Yard sales and used book sales are affordable ways to add to your collection and often provide 

treasures you might not have sought out.  Need ideas?  Ask a librarian who specializes in your child’s age group.   

 Do you have paperbacks, especially for teens?  A teen will often choose a paperback over a hardback copy of the same book.  

 As a special treat, make a visit to a book store to choose something new and stop for ice cream on the way home. 
 

For more information, go to www.ReadingRockets.org.  This article was based on information from their public service web site. 

Programs for adults:   

PHOTO CONTEST FOR ALL AGES 
THEME: ”THE PLACE I CALL HOME” 
DEADLINE: Saturday, March 7, 2009 
 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY IN 
ROSWELL  Sat., March 14, 2009, 10:00  
 

RECEPTION for Photography Contest 
and Exhibit, Sunday, March 15th at 3:00 
 

NOONDAY NOSH BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday, March 17, 12:00 noon 
 
For information on all programs, call  
 

 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION@KATY’S CAFÉ & 
BAKERY   SATURDAY, March 21st. 2:00 

1580 Holcomb Bridge Road 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION@BARNES AND 
NOBLE BOOKSELLER, ALPHARETTA 

Monday, March 23,  7:30 PM 
7660 North Point Parkway 
 

EXHIBIT of Photography Contest Photos 

open to all at the library, regular hours 
March 15-March 28, 2009 
 
 
 

the library at 770-640-3075 

Program for children: 

BOOK DISCUSSION@LU LU’S BAKERY: 
IGGIE’S HOUSE by Judy Blume. 
A mother-daughter book discussion for 

ages 8-12  Saturday, March 7, 2:00  
900 Mansell Road, #14 
 

FINAL EVENT!  LITERARY LUNCHEON  

WITH AUTHOR NATHAN McCALL 
Saturday, March 28, 11:30 
Roswell Adult Recreation Center 

830 Grimes Bridge Road    770-641-3950 
Tickets are $15 and include lunch. 

Roswell Reads Programs for Adults, Teens and Children 
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Membership Renewal 

 

Your address label shows when your membership expires.  Thank you for your support.  
  

__Individual $15   __Student $5     __Business $50 
__Family $20    __Senior $5     __Benefactor $250  

__Sponsor $50   __Non-profit assoc. $25  __Corporate $250 
 

__Donation    Amount: _______________________________ 

 

Name _______________________________________________________ 
 

Address _____________________________________________________ 
 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________________ 
 

Phone _____________________E-mail _____________________________ 
 

Please mail to Friends of Roswell Library, 115 Norcross St., Roswell, GA 30075 

 
 I’m interested in: 

__Publicity 

__Working in library 

__Book sales 

__Bookstore 

__Staff appreciation 

__Telephoning 

__Refreshments 

__Children’s programs 
 

__Being on the Friends’     

 Board of Directors 

March 2009 Schedule 
What? For Whom? When? Time? Subject? Register? 

CRCT Prep 5th graders 
Weds. March 

4th 
4:00 

Presented by Knowledge 

Points.  Class size limited. 

Yes-

started 

K-1 Book Club 
Children in 

Kindergarten 

and 1st grade 

Tues. March 

10th 
4:00-4:30 

Read a book with your 
librarian and do activities.  

No advance prep. needed 

Yes, 

started 

Talk it Up Book Club 
4th, 5th and 6th 

graders 
Mon. March 16 6:00-7:00 

Invention of Hugo Cabret 
by Brian Selznick 

Yes, 
started 

My Dolly and Me – 
Special Story Time 

Children and 
their baby-dolls 

Tues. March 17 4:00-4:30 
Help your baby-doll do 
motions to songs and 

rhymes. 

Yes-
started 

Meeting Paddy O’Rourke 
(a leprechaun) 

All ages March 18th 4:00 
Local blind author Patti Pruitt 
will tell stories and share info 

and tools for survival. 

Yes-starts 
March 4th 

Reading Pals Book Club 
The Magic Tree House 

series 

2nd and 3rd 
graders 

Tues. March 24 6:00-7:00 
See Website to select your 
book - only four children 

may do each one. 

Yes-starts 
March 3rd  

Out of the Box Art 
Class 

Ages 4 – 6 April 1st 1:00-3:00 
Class size limited to 30 per 

class. 
Yes-three 
wks ahead 

Out of the Box Art 
Class 

Grades K-5th  April 1st 3:30-5:30 
Class size limited to 30 per 

class. 
Yes-three 
wks ahead 

 

Go “Into the 
Wildewood” with Gillian 

Summers 

Teens 
Mon. March 

23rd 
6:00 

Conversation about the 
writing process and the 

upcoming release of: The 

Dread Forest’s Secret 

Suggested-
(refresh-
ments 

provided) 

Graphic Arts Workshop 
with Kyle Puttkammer of 

Galactic Quest 

Teens Mon. March 30th 6:30-7:30 
Workshop on drawing 
comics and graphic art.  

Bring yours to share. 

Suggested- 
begins 

March 15th  

      

Mystery Readers’ Book 
Club 

Adults 
Tues. March 

24th 
6:30-7:45 

Title by author Lindsey Davis 
to be announced soon. 

No 

Film: “The Last Bullet” 

by Tin Roof Films 
Adults Tues. March 24 7:00 

Short film that centers 

around the Vietnam War. 
No 

To register for programs, call the library at 770-640-3075.  For more information, call the library or 

go online to the Friends’ website, www.forl.net, and click on Library Programs. 

 



 
115 NORCROSS STREET  

ROSWELL, GA  30075  

770-640-3075  

 

 
WE’RE ON THE WEB!  

www.for l .net  

G o o d b o ok s ,  l i k e  g o o d 
f r i e n d s ,  a r e  f e w  a n d c h o s e n;  

t h e  m o r e  s e l e c t ,  t h e   
m o r e  e n j o y a bl e .  

 

     - L ou i s a  M a y  A l c o t t  

 Welcome to our New Members 
Heidi Allardyce 

Sue Bearman 

Amanda Dame 

Judy Fenety 

Jessica Gallman 

Audrey Hirschberg 

Mark & Pat McGreevey 

Barbara Mitchell 

Mary S. Mitchell 

Brad Myers 

Phyllis Myers 

Julie G. Neal 

April Qualman 

Jeff Talmadge & Susan Davidson 

Jemille Williams 
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Save  the  Date 

 

Friends’ Annual Meeting 

and Program 

 

Sunday, May 3rd 

3:00 in the afternoon 

Library Conference  

Room 

 

Refreshments will be served. 

 

We hope to see you there! 

Wi-Fi has arrived at the  
Roswell Branch Library! 


