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   In the aftermath of Martin Luther King 
Jr.'s assassination, riots broke out in 110 
cities across the country. For five days, At-
lanta braced for chaos while preparing to 
host King's funeral. An unlikely alliance of 
former student radicals, the middle-aged 
patrician mayor, the no-nonsense police 
chief, black ministers, white 
churchgoers, Atlanta's busi-
ness leaders, King's grieving 
family members, and his 
stunned  SCLC colleagues 
worked to keep Atlanta safe, 
honor a  murdered hero, and 
host the tens of thousands 
who came  to pay tribute. 
text 
   On April 9, 1968, 150,000 
mourners took part in a day-
long series of rituals honoring 
King--the largest funeral staged for a pri-
vate U.S. citizen. King's funeral was a dra-
matic event that took place against a na-
tional backdrop of war protests and presi-
dential politics in a still segregationist 
South, where Georgia's governor surround-

ed the state capitol with troops and re-
fused to lower the flag in acknowledgment 
of King's death. Award-winning journalist 
Rebecca Burns delivers a riveting account 
of this landmark week and chronicles the 
convergence of politicians, celebrities, mili-
tants, and ordinary people who mourned 

in a peaceful Atlanta while oth-
er cities burned.  
 

   Drawing upon copious re-
search and dozens of interviews
-- from staffers at the White 
House who dealt with the 
threat of violence to members 
of King's family and inner circle-
-Burns brings this dramatic story 
to life in vivid scenes that sweep 
readers from the mayor's office 
to the White House to Coretta 

Scott King's bedroom. Compelling and orig-
inal, Burial for a King captures a defining 
moment in America's history. It encapsu-
lates King's legacy, America's shifting atti-
tude toward race, and the emergence of 
Atlanta as a new kind of Southern city. 

Roswell Reads Burial for a King: 
Martin Luther King Jr’s Funeral and the Week that  

Transformed Atlanta and Rocked the Nation 
by Rebecca Burns 

About the Author 
 

  Rebecca Burns is a Georgia-based journalist, teacher and author 
whose work focuses on urban planning and development, civil 
and human rights and social and economic justice. 
 

   A resident of Atlanta for 25 years, Burns recently relocated to 
Athens where she is publisher of the independent student media 
organization The Red & Black and teaches part-time at the Uni-
versity of Georgia. Burial for a King is her third book about the 
history of Atlanta. For more: rebecca-burns.com 

http://rebecca-burns.com
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Roswell Reads Programs 
 

   The Roswell Reads committee has arranged 
several interesting programs and activities for 
adults and children in conjunction with Burial for 
a King. 
 

More information on all the following pro-
grams as well as registration for them is at  

eventbrite.com, Search Words “Roswell Reads” 
 

Book Clubs: Roswell Reads encourages area 
book clubs to read and discuss the book. If you 
don’t belong to a book club but would like to 
discuss the book in a group setting, you are wel-
come to visit Noonday Nosh for their discussion. 
 

Children’s Book Selection: 
Child of the Civil Rights Movement 

by Paula Young Shelton and Raul Colón 
 

   The author, a first-grade teacher and daughter 
of civil rights leader, former Mayor, and U.N. 
Ambassador Andrew Young, grew up in the Deep 
South. With an activist father and a community 
of leaders surrounding her, Paula watched and 
listened to the struggles, eventually taking part. 

   This poignant, moving, and 
hopeful book provides an inti-
mate look at the birth of the Civil 
Rights Movement from the per-
spective of a young girl.  (Suitable 
for children ages 4-9.) 
 

Family Program: Stand Up for Justice, Friend-
ship, Harmony and Respect. 
 

   This interactive, hands-on, family program 
offers an opportunity for children to explore the 
importance of standing up for their beliefs. 
 

Writing Workshop: “Exploring New Forms of 
Nonfiction Storytelling” with Rebecca Burns. 
 

   The author will discuss the craftsmanship be-
hind reporting, writing and storytelling and the 
importance of providing deep context. 
 

Admission is free to the preceding programs 
but please assist in the planning and organizing 

of events by registering online (see above).  
 

Community Program: Tour of Atlanta’s Civil 
Rights Monuments. 
 

   Trace MLK’s footsteps and the genesis of the 
Civil Rights Movement in Atlanta. The MLK50 
Bus Trip and Walking Tour will visit Sweet Au-
burn, MLK’s birth home, his tomb, Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Fire Station No. 6, the MLK    

Center for Nonviolent Social Change, and end with lunch (on your 
own) at the Sweet Auburn Curb Market before returning to  
Roswell. 
 

  This tour will take place twice and there is a non-refundable fee 
of $20. For more information and dates, or to register, go to 
Eventbrite.com search words “Roswell Reads” 
 

The Roswell Reads program will conclude with the  
 

13th Annual Roswell Reads Literary Luncheon 
Saturday, March 17, 2018, 11 a.m. 

Roswell Adult Recreation Center 
830 Grimes Bridge Road, Roswell 

770-641-3950 
 

  Author Rebecca Burns will discuss how Atlanta came together to 
stage the Martin Luther King Jr. funeral and the legacy of that 
effort over the past 50 years. 
 

   Luncheon tickets are $20 each and will be sold online only at 
Eventbrite. Click here to register: Eventbrite. 
 

   Burial for a King is available for checkout in print and audio 
book formats at the Roswell and East Roswell Libraries and ebook 
on Overdrive through the AFPLS website here.  Books are for sale 
at the Friends of the Roswell Library book store and will be for 
sale at the Literary Luncheon where the author will sign them. 

 Save the Date! 
 

Atlanta Authors presents: 
 

Hannah S. Palmer  
 

and her book  
 

 

Flight Path:          

A Search for Roots  

beneath the World’s 

Busiest Airport 
 

 

Saturday, January 27, 2018 
2 pm   

at the library 
 

To register, go to eventbrite.com 
Search Word: Flight Path 

 

http://www.forl.net/noonday-nash
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/roswell-reads-literary-luncheon-2018-tickets-37982614021
http://www.afpls.org/
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Are you interested in volunteering at the library? For 

information, please either contact a Friends member or 

e-mail the Friends at roswellgafriends@gmail.com 

 

2017 Was a Banner Year for Our  

Book Sales! 
 

 January    $5,722 
 April     4,437 
 July        7,805 
 November           8,709 
    Grand total:       $26,673 
 

Both July’s and November’s  
sales set new records for us.   

 

Our incredible success is due  
solely to the generosity of those  
who donate books and materials  
and to the hard work and dedica- 
tion of those who organize every-

thing, and assist with selling. 
  

Thank you for all you do for the  
Friends of the library. 

Next book sale:  
Thurs. Feb. 1—Sun. Feb. 4 

Book Club Selections 
 

Noonday Nosh 
Meets on the 3rd Tuesday, at the library, at noon 

 

Our Souls at Night    Kent Haruf 
Dec. 19th, 2017 

 

The Paying Guests Sarah Waters 
Jan. 16th, 2018 

 

Burial for a King  Rebecca Burns 
Feb. 20th 

 

The Heart  Maylis de Kerangal 
March 20th 

 

A God in Ruins    Kate Atkinson 
April 17th 

 

Mystery Readers’ 
Meets on the 4th Tuesday, 6:30—7:45, at the library 

 

No Meeting in December 
 
 

Believing the Lie     Elizabeth George 
Jan. 23rd 

 

The Dead in their Vaulted Arches   Bradley 
Feb. 27th 

 

The Crossing  Michael Connelly 
March 27th 

 

The Private Patient   P. D. James 
April 24th 

Welcome to our New Members 
 

 Doreta Blaser   Nancy Gallagher 
 Diane Geyer   Elizabeth Merry 
 Laura Reilly   Elaine Riddle 
   Nancy Thatcher 

Bookworms Rejoice! 
Reading books is tied to a longer life, according to  

a new report. 

   The study, reported in Social Science & Medicine, and cited in the 
NYT, found that book readers lived an average of almost two years 
longer than those who did not read. They found a similar association 
among those who read newspapers and periodicals, but weaker. 
   “People who report as little as a half-hour a day of book reading 
had a significant survival advantage over those who did not read,” 
said the senior author, Becca R. Levy, a professor of epidemiology  
at Yale. “And the survival advantage remained after adjusting for 
wealth, education. cognitive ability and many other variables.” 
   For more ammunition to support your reading ‘habit,’ see the fol-
lowing articles:  “Yale Study: People Who Read Live Longer Than 
Those Who Don’t” by Laurie Vazquez in BigThink and “Book Up for  
a Longer Life: Readers Die Later, Study Finds” by Alison Flood in  
The Guardian.  And Read On! 

mailto:roswellgafriends@gmail.com
http://bigthink.com/laurie-vazquez/yale-study-people-who-read-live-longer-than-people-who-dont
http://bigthink.com/laurie-vazquez/yale-study-people-who-read-live-longer-than-people-who-dont
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/aug/08/book-up-for-a-longer-life-readers-die-later-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/aug/08/book-up-for-a-longer-life-readers-die-later-study-finds


 

Message from the President 
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Greetings Friends, 
 

   An enormous thank you to those of 
you who donate your used books to 
us. And a big thank you to our many 
skilled volunteers who process those 
donations for our sales. It takes hun-
dreds and hundreds of volunteer 
hours to get books ready, set up, sell, 
and then take down our book sales. 
 

   The November sale was fantastically 
successful. A thank you to all of you 
who made purchases, too. 
 

   December is a busy month.  We 
Friends began it with our Dec 2nd At-
lanta Authors program featuring Chris-
topher Swann and his book Shadow  
of  the Lions. The next Atlanta Au-
thors presentation will be January 27, 
2018 and feature Hannah Palmer and 
her non-fiction book, Flight Path. 
Come join us!  
 

   At the Roswell City Council meeting 
on December 11, our Roswell Reads 

2018 selection, Burial for a King, was 
announced. I hope you plan to partici-
pate in the Roswell Reads events, and 
attend the March 17th luncheon with 
the author, Rebecca Burns. 
 

   Sometime in 2018, our library will  
be closed for a complete renovation; 
as yet, there is no scheduled date for 
it to begin.  We will let you know by 
email when we have something     
definite. 
 

   For three weeks, our daughter was 
on an overseas business trip and I got 
to kitty-sit her rescued feral cat. Six 
years ago, “Miss Elsie” spent 99% of 
her time under the couch or bed; I’d 
never even met her. With plenty of 
quiet time and patience, Elsie 
emerged as a lovable, frisky, kitty.   
She enjoys our daily one-hour pet-
ting, head-scratching and brushing. 
Her purring is music to my ears. 
 

 Our Roswell Library’s children’s sec-
tion has wide variety of books about 

all types of animals, as does our adult 
area, as well. As I file the well-used 
books, I take note of how often they 
are checked out: people want to know 
how to care for, train or enjoy their 
pets.  
 

   Recently, I drove by our local pet 
store on Dog Adoption Sunday. There 
were hopeful dogs of all sizes, shapes 
and mixes with their care takers. Also 
present, fortunately, were families 
searching for just the right “dog 
match” for their household. 
 

   As we go into the holiday season and 
enter 2018, please take advantage of 
the programs and events at our Ro-
swell library. The funds raised by the 
book store and book sales are used to 
sponsor many of them. 
 

    With best wishes to each of you for 
a joyous holiday season, 
 

  Cora Cramer  

Wonder Valley  
by Ivy Pochoda 
 

   This thriller, which draws heavily on 
its modern-day Los Angeles setting, 
kicks off when a teenage boy runs 
away from a desert commune run by 
his healer father. This, in turn, brings 

six different peo-
ple together, in a 
“swirling mix of 
angst, violence, 
heartache, and 
yearning.” 
   Booklist  called 
the novel “Am-
bitious, absorb-
ing…Pochoda 

paints southern California with a vi-
brant brush, rendering an evocative 
landscape on which her desperate 
characters seek out redemption and 
rejuvenation.” 
   Book clubs that enjoy thrillers and 
noir, and novels that tackle sense of 
place, community and belonging will 
find much to discuss in this novel. 
 

The Black Painting 
by Neil Olson 
 

   Teresa, the youngest among four 
cousins, is confronted with her  
grandfather’s death in this thriller, 
which centers on a missing self-
portrait by Goya that was said to 

cause insanity to death when it was 
viewed. 
   How did the painting disappear? 
How did its former owner die? The 
more Teresa discovers about what 
happens, the more unpleasant family 
secrets are unearthed.  
   Book clubs that enjoy literary psy-
chological thrillers 
will devour this 
page-turner. Availa-
ble January 9th. 
 

(Neither novel is 
currently available 
at AFPLS but both 
titles have been re-
quested.) 


