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Library Celebrates Twenty  
Years at Norcross Street 

 After the passage of 

a bond referendum; 
selection of the site, 
one partially donated 

by the city and partially 
purchased by the 
county; a building-

redesign to make it 
more compatible with 
the Smith Plantation 

and the proposed new 
municipal complex; and 
a campaign to more 
fully equip the new facility, 

ground was broken on the 
new home for the Roswell 
Branch Library on April 5th, 

1988. 
 The Roswell Library be-
gan in 1946 as a deposit col-

lection of 2,500 books in one 
small room at Roswell Ele-
mentary School.  Someone 

would go to what was then 
the Carnegie Library in At-
lanta and bring back books 

for check out in Roswell.  
 The library then moved 
to a room in what was then 

City Hall (todayõs Visitorõs 
Center), and from there to 

one of the apartments in the 

historic òBricks.ó  It was still 
just a deposit collection. 
 In 1965, Mrs. Arthur Wil-

liam Smith (her husband, Ar-

thur, was a descendant of 
Archibald Smith who was 

one of the early settlers 

who helped to establish 
Roswell) renovated a 
100-year-old grain 

warehouse and gave it 
to Fulton County as the 
Arthur William Smith 

Memorial Library.  It 
became a full-fledged 
branch with its own 

budget and its own col-
lection of books at that 
time.  But with the 

growth of Roswell and the 

deterioration of the library 
building, new quarters were 
needed.  In 1981, the library 

moved to Roswell Mall 
where it remained until the 
current building was com-

pleted. 
 On Saturday, July 15th, 
1989, the ribbon-cutting 

ceremony for the new library 
took place, followed by an 
open house with tours of the 

new facility.  The library 
opened for regular business 
on Monday, July 17th, and has 

been serving the community 
well ever since. 

Summer Reading, òBe Creative @Your Library,ó Concludes 
  Congratulations to all the 
children who took part in the 
libraryõs Summer Reading pro-
gram. Over 1200 children signed 
up and over 700 of them com-
pleted the programõs require-

ment to read ten books; in fact, 
many of them kept reading, even 
after the requirement was met. 

  Congratulations to the par-
ents and caregivers, too.  Keep-
ing children reading throughout 
the summer not only entertains 
them, it helps them to retain 
what they learned in school the 

previous year.  Theyõll be better 
students because of your efforts 

on their behalf. 

The library has 
checked out over  
8 million books  

since moving to the  
Norcross Street  

location 
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    The Friends will hold their òEnd of 

Summeró Book Sale on Saturday, Au-

gust 22nd, from 10:00 to 4:00.  Mem-

bers of the Roswell Friends are in-

vited to a Preview Party on Friday, 

August 21st from 2:00 to 4:00.  Pro-

spective members may join the 

Friends at the door. 

    Special items featured at the sale 

are a group of books on trains, won-

derful childrenõs books, a large collec-

tion of cookbooks and a variety of 

books on religion and inspiration.  

Small paperbacks will be sold for 50 

cents each or three for $1.00. 

    Now is the time to get your like-

new current fiction and collectibles at 

reasonable prices.           

    Come browse, shop and support 

your local library.  All proceeds are 

used for special programs at the Ros-

well Library such as the Summer 

Reading Program, Roswell Reads, and 

special purchases for the library. 

    For more information, visit our 

web site, phone 770-640-3075 or 

email Roswellgafriends@gmail.com 

òEnd of Summeró Book Sale August 22nd 

Self-checkout Gaining in Popularity 

  It can save you time when thereõs a crowd.  If itõs new to you and youõd like assistance, ask at the circulation desk.   

Scan your library card, scan your books, print your receipt, gather your books and go.  Itõs quick and easy.  

 

We Apologizeé. 
 

   An editing error resulted in the omis-

sion from the June newsletter of the 
names of two volunteers who should 
have been recognized for their length of 

service to the library.  Missing was the 
following: 
 

Five-year Service Award  
to 

 

Katie Cox, Rhoxie Ellard 
 

We thank you very much! 

Welcome to our  
New Members 

 

Bob & Donna Butts 

Jena M. Cruz 

Dawn Dike 

Paul Erlandson 

Lynne Rea  

Darlene & Denny Walsh 

Sunny Williams 

Angie Whelchel Chosen 
Employee of  the Quarter! 

 

Angie is a 

Childrenõs 

Services Li-

brarian at 

Roswell and 

a leader in 

Emergent 

Literacy (what a child knows 

about reading before they can 

read).  Her baby story times are 

very popular and parents bring 

their children from as far away as 

Suwanee to attend them.  She is 

pleasant and helpful and willing to 
pitch in wherever needed.   

Congratulations to Angie! 

   Mango Languages is a free, library-

sponsored database designed to help you 
learn a foreign language easily online in 100 
lessons.  With just your library card number 

and the directions, you can choose from the 
following: Brazilian Portuguese, Japanese, 
German, Greek, Mandarin Chinese, Spanish 

French, Italian, Russian, Angielski dla polskich 

(English for Polish Speakers), Ingles para fa-
lantes do portugues brasilerio (English for 
Brazilian Portuguese Speakers), and Ingles 

para hispanoparlantes (English for Spanish 
Speakers). To access this great resource, 
contact the library at 770--640--3075.  

Become Bilingual with Mango Languages  


